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SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE
EMPIRE IN THE FIRST TWO CENTURIES

THE Roman Empire of the first and second centuries was
beyond all question a brilliant spectacle. It included in
one mighty state all that was civilized in the countries
fringing the Mediterranean. Nothing was outside it except the
savage tribes of Germans, Slavs, and Finns, the nomads of the
desert and the negroes of central Africa, and the great Iranian
and Mongol population of Asia. Even with these the empire
kept up regular and constantly improving relations by com-
merce and diplomacy, though this connexion was inter-
rupted from time to time by military operations against
frontier tribes. Within the empire no pains were spared to
secure constant and unhampered communication between its
different parts. The population, except the Eastern serfs
bound to the soil, could move at will from place to place.

The state did its utmost to make communication safe and
easy. The Mediterranean was a Roman lake: from end to
end of it, as also on the Black Sea, the great rivers of Western
Europe, and the Nile, ships conveyed passengers and goods;
and piracy was kept down by fleets at sea and flotillas on the
rivers. Communication by sea with India was fairly safe from
Egyptian and Arabian ports, and the voyage along the north
coast of Europe as far as the Baltic was practicable ; but in
such enterprises the trader had to rely upon his own resources
entirely.

Along the high roads which spread out like a fan from
Rome and Italy it was easy to travel to the Atlantic, or the
North Sea, or the Dardanelles and the Black Sea coast.
A similar network of roads covered Asia Minor, Syria, north
Africa, and Britain ; and every place resembling a town was
linked up with these by branches. Each town kept up the
roads connecting it with the main settlements within its
territory. The general safety was secured by the armed
forces controlled by the representatives of the central power
at home and abroad. The self-governing communities and